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Miu Ling Lam!
PLAY TO PAY 
(2013) !
12/05/2013 - 23/09/2013 
Intelligence Infinity: Inspiration through Art 
Hong Kong Heritage Museum

An RFID system installation: 
Activate the machine with an 

Octopus card. Work the pump. 
Receive a receipt for your labour. 

X

http://miulinglam.com/


Tiffany Sum!
Spectacular Money  
(2000) !
“A mash-up of an annual Hong Kong charity marathon TV show with the stock market before the 
Youtube era. It takes a Situationist International detournement tactic to realize how spectacular 
money is.” !
[Video] 3’50″, DV, color, sound

http://www.sumworks.com/spectacular-money/


http://www.whopaysartists.com/


CASE STUDY 
!
Bank of Symbiosis  
Symbiosis Collective 
(1997) 
Toronto, Canada



Take Heart  (detail) 
Michael Alstad 
(1997)  
!
Installation inside bank vault inside a decommissioned bank. 
!
Brochures with image of a human heart and individual account 
holder listed underneath. 237 of a total of 1634 were taken away 
by the public during the exhibition. 

X



Take Heart  (overview) 
Michael Alstad 
(1997)  
!
Installation - Individual names of dormant 
Swiss bank account holders from W.W.2 
wallpapered inside bank vault. Bottom 
vault contains sand pile.  

X



Growth 
Michael Alstad 
(1997)  
!
Grass seeds planted into hydroponic letter-forms hung in 
decommissioned bank window. Allowed to grow, then to decay. 
!
 



Gesture As Value  
Jerelyn Hanrahan 
(1997) 
!
An international public work, 
presenting a human gesture 
as a commodity through ATM 
transactions.

http://jerelynhanrahan.com/multi-media-projects/5


Graduated Pearls 
Jerelyn Hanrahan 
(2012)



Wallet Symphony  
Mathieu Beausejour 
(1997)













US$768 million                                               ?



Marcel Duchamp 
Fountain 
(1917)

X



Marcel Duchamp 
Fountain 
(1917)

This is art 
worth $1.7 million 
!
one of the eight 1964 replicas  
sold at Sotheby 
November, 1999 

!

!

X



This is money 
worth unknown 
!
The back side is blank. 
!
“These notes are legal tender 
 for the payment of any amount 
 not exceeding one dollar." 
!
!

!

!

http://www.paulnoll.com/China/Money/money-Hong-Kong-1CF.html


“This is Milk 
by Act of Congress.” 
!
A cartoon protesting against 
the introduction of government 
based paper currency in U.S. 
!
Thomas Nast 
Milk-ticket for Babies,  
in Place of Milk 
(1876) 

X



This is art 
worth more than it says. 

!
J.S.G. Boggs 
$5000 Bill 
(1990s) 

!

!

X



This is money 
worth exactly what it says. 

!
“All Bank of England notes now carry a copyright message on the face as a direct 

result of Boggs's activities, the idea being that if they cannot secure a counterfeiting 
charge, then they can at least secure a copyright violation.” 

!

!

!



"As far as I am concerned money is 
easily more beautiful and developed 
and aesthetically satisfying than the 
print works of all but a few modern 
artists"  
!
!
(JSG Boggs in Weschler ,11)

X



X

http://encore.lib.cityu.edu.hk/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1462117__SCOMEDY+OF+VALUES__Orightresult__X5;jsessionid=84FB055CBA35EAEB30B61F63A791CA87?lang=eng&suite=pearl


"It's just money, it's made up ... 
pieces of paper with pictures on 
it so we don't have to kill each 
other just to get something to 
eat ...” 
!
!
JC Chandor 
Margin Call 
(2011) 
!
Speech at 1:32:00



"Money : "... It's quality consists 
exclusively in its quantity” 
!
!
Georg Simmel 
The Philosophy of Money 
(1899) 
!
!
pg. 259

X



Art : It's value (quantity) consists 
exclusively in its quality. 
!
True? 
!
This will be  a central  question of the course. 
!
What value is art? 
Is its value dependent on quality or consensus? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt


Rembrandt 
Self-portrait in a cap, with eyes wide open  
(1630) 
!
!
!
!
!
!
Is it’s value inestimable? 
!
!

“In 1656, after transferring most of his property to his son,  
he [Rembrandt] applied for bankruptcy.” 
!
Read more: http://www.answers.com/topic/rembrandt#ixzz2Ev6QWgfC 

X

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rembrandt
http://www.answers.com/topic/rembrandt
http://www.answers.com/topic/rembrandt


“Fueled 1980s buyout craze with junk bonds, padded 
fortunes of The Forbes 400: Carl Icahn, Ted Turner, 
Ronald Perelman, Henry Kravis. Pleaded guilty to 6 
counts of securities fraud in 1990. Served 22 months. In 
January President Bush denied petition for presidential 
pardon. Invested in education outfit K12. Longtime 
philanthropist has donated more than $1 billion to 
medical causes: melanoma, AIDS, leukemia, breast 
cancer, prostate cancer, Alzheimer's.” 
!
Source: Forbes

The World's Billionaires 
#334 Michael Milken

http://www.forbes.com/lists/2009/10/billionaires-2009-richest-people_Michael-Milken_SSM6.html


Artist Damien Hirst poses in front of his 
artwork entitled 'I am Become Death, 
Shatterer of Worlds' in the Tate Modern art 
gallery

The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of Someone Living

“In September 2008, he took an unprecedented move for a living artist[12] by selling 
a complete show, Beautiful Inside My Head Forever, at Sotheby's by auction and by-
passing his long-standing galleries.[13] The auction exceeded all predictions, raising 
£111 million ($198 million), breaking the record for a one-artist auction[14] as well 
as Hirst's own record with £10.3 million for The Golden Calf, an animal with 18-
carat gold horns and hooves, preserved in formaldehyde.” http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Damien_Hirst 

Damien Hirst
X

http://www.forbes.com/sites/jonathonkeats/2012/07/20/is-damien-hirst-the-worlds-most-misunderstood-artist/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Physical_Impossibility_of_Death_in_the_Mind_of_Someone_Living
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Hirst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sotheby's
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Hirst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Hirst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Hirst
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Damien_Hirst


“FOR A YOUNG WRITER who hopes to produce literature, the greatest difference between now 
and twenty years ago may be that now she expects to get paid. Twenty years ago, art and 
commerce appeared to be opposing forces. The more you were paid for your work, the 

more likely you were to be a hack.”

https://nplusonemag.com/issue-20/the-intellectual-situation/the-free-and-the-antifree/


ROMAN ONDÁK!
Swap 
(2011) !
Fondation Beyeler

“A performer sits behind a table like a vendor, with an object he brings 
along. Once the first visitor enters the room, the performer tries to swap 
his object with any object the visitor might be carrying with him and 
which he is willing to give up in exchange for the performer’s object. 
This sets in motion an endless chain of barter and communication 
which will go on for the entire duration of the exhibition.”

X

https://artsy.net/artwork/roman-ondak-swap


Kevin Francis Gray!
Temporal Sitter 
(2012) 
!
High Polished Bronze, 
Bardigilio Marble 
89.9 x 89.9 x 169.9cm



http://tepitome.tumblr.com/image/92651006000


Slate Magazine: “ ‘Richest 400, Bottom 150,000,000,’ stamped on a U.S. $1 bank note, designed by Occupy 
George, United States, 2011. Part of the Victoria and Albert Museum collection.” published as part of 
Disobedient Objects, edited by Catherine Flood and Gavin Grindon (V&A, 2014) 

!
Who owns this image?

X

http://www.slate.com/blogs/the_eye/2014/07/25/disobedient_objects_at_the_victoria_and_albert_museum_looks_at_currency.html


“Birth to death migration in Europe, 
according to the Getty’s Union List of Artist 
Names, cumulated over all time to CE 
2012. Blue dots indicate the births of 
notable individuals; red dots indicate 
deaths.” © Maximilian Schich, 2014

A Network Framework of Cultural History 
Schich, M. et al.  
Science 345, 558–562 (2014). 
!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gIhRkCcD4U 

X

http://www.cultsci.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4gIhRkCcD4U


http://m.smh.com.au/entertainment/art-and-design/supreme-court-fraud-case-reveals-corruption-in-art-market-20140721-zvdkz.html?skin=dumb-phone


Elmgreen & Dragset !
Landslide 
(2002) !
Medium: Trash, garbage bags,  
various objects !
Size: 305 x 120 x 330 cm

http://afmuseet.no/en/samlingen/utvalgte-kunstnere/e/elmgreen-dragset/landslide


http://auctionbasedonemotions.com/en/


He Xiangyu!
Cola Project  
(2008-2010) 
!

“ For this work the artist boiled down 127 tons of Coca Cola over the course of a year. The resulting material residue has 
taken various forms including a highly corrosive, pungent earth-like substance, and a black ink that Xiangyu used to 
make Song Dynasty-style landscape paintings. For the exhibition at White Cube Bermondsey the soft drink residue is 
presented in heaped mounds inside three museum display cases, taking on the appearance of geological remains. ” !
SOURCE

X

http://en.cafa.com.cn/the-first-uk-exhibition-of-work-by-he-xiangyu-opening-january-22-at-white-cube-bermondsey.html


He Xiangyu!
200g Gold, 62g Protein 
(2012)  
Copper, Gold, Egg 
37.7 x 39 x 3.7cm

X



He Xiangyu!
Tank  
(2011-2013) 
!
“Tank is a life size military tank made 
entirely of Italian leather. Through this 
collapsed and deflated object, He reflects 
on the advancement of westernisation in 
Ch ina , and a l so emphas i ses t he 
dependencies and relationships between 
political and economic power.” !
SOURCE

http://www.theglassmagazine.com/he-xiangyu-inside-the-white-cube/


This group of drawings are of the 164 traded currency signs in the world.  
Each drawing covers the same area on the same size sheet of paper.  

The proportions of the drawing governed by the sign. 

Frances Richardson 
Currency 
(2010)

http://www.francesrichardson.co.uk/#!__works-on-paper/vstc10=currency


  
Larry Bell:  

Light and Red 
Gagosian. Hong Kong 

11 September – 15 November 2014 

!
The artist’s first solo exhibition in Asia includes a new series of sculpture and works 

on paper, evidencing Bell's preoccupation with the rendering of light, which has 
spanned a 50 year career.





https://ci4.googleusercontent.com/proxy/VtsTmqgGFRvuGdly_6sthUDh0Yv1K05ItJNfpJa5IhkGR2TFdl145KY6RLIYVWPAWuaZ-MroZWgk8ozwAR7csNlRYeYi2j2u1JJ-YXXFu-ja0xcebDlzKDw125xjNry4NOnQFmXYQCQy=s0-d-e1-ft#http://www.island6.org/Newsletters/TheAltarOfBling/images/TheAltarOfBling_flyer.gif

